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TO  THE 


linottinglej)  Urban  gisirkt  Council 


Gentleman, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  for  the  year  1896. 

The  town  has  fortunately  escaped  anything  like 
an  epidemic  during  the  year,  and  the  few  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  which  have  cropped  up,  have  been  promptly  dealt 
with,  and  any  further  development  of  them  avoided. 

The  most  serious  case  was  that  of  the  Scarlet 
Fever  in  the  house  of  Mrs.  Downie,  who  had  been  on  a  visit 
with  her  children  to  Castleford,  where  they  contracted  the 
disease.  It  ran  through  the  family,  she  herself  having  it  in 
the  worst  form.  There  were  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
nursing  and  provisioning,  as  no  outside  people  were  allowed 
to  go  into  the  house,  and  indeed,  it  was  just  one  of  those 
cases  where  hospital  accommodation  and  treatment  were 
urgently  required. 

In  addition  to  this  family  only  three  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  came  to  my  knowledge  during  the  year.  All  the  cases 
recovered. 

There  was  only  one  case  of  Diptheria,  which 
proved  fatal  ;  two  cases  of  Membranous  Croup,  both  fatal; 
two  cases  of  Typhoic  Fever,  both  recovered  ;  one  case  of 


Puerperal  Fever,  fatal  ;  one  of  Erysipelas,  and  one  case  of 
Measles  in  a  visitor  to  the  town,  who  brought  them  with 
him.  Considering  how  prevalent  Measles  have  been  in  the 
neighbourhood,  more  especially  at  Pontefract,  I  think 
Knottingley  has  come  off  very  well. 

Whooping  Cough  was  rather  prevalent  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  and  caused  two  deaths.  There  were 
also  five  deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  all  children  under  5  years 
of  age. 

Out  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  (  1 1 2  )  more  than 
half  (63)  were  under  five  years  of  age.  Three  of  these  were 
from  injuries,  two  from  suffocation,  and  one  from  burns. 

We  have  had  in  Knottingley  two  deaths  ifrom 
burns  in  two  families,  each  case  being  the  second  child  burnt 
in  the  family,  and  in  spite  of  the  warning,  no  provision  was 
made  to  prevent  another  accident,  and  I  should  doubt  if 
even  the  fatalities  mentioned  will  cause  the  parents  to  get 
fire-guards,  at  any  rate  they  had  not  done  so  up  to  the  time 
of  my  making  the  last  enquiries. 

Amongst  the  other  deaths  8  were  due  to  Phthisis 
5  to  Cancer. 

The  general  death-rate  estimating  the  population 
at  5600,  was  20  per  1000  living  ;  the  infantile  death  rate 
being  187*2  per  1000  registered  births,  and  the  Zymotic 
death  rate,  2  per  iooo  living.  The  births,  235  in  number, 
give  an  annual  birth-rate  of  qq  per  1000  living.  There  were 
also  5  deaths  in  the  Workhouse,  of  former  residents,  whose 
average  age  was  72  years. 


5 


I  must  congratulate  the  Board  on  the  virtual  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  Water  Scheme,  as,  when  a  few  defects  have 
been  remedied,  there  will  be  no  obstacle  to  direct  connection 
with  the  houses. 

The  Drainage  Scheme  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

The  Notification  Act  has  been  in  operation  since 
the  24th  of  June,  189b. 

I  hope  the  Con  joint  Isolation  Hospital  Scheme  will 
be  pushed  forward,  as  such  accommodation  might  be 
urgently  required  at  any  time,  and,  as  I  have  mentioned  in 
this  report,  the  want  of  it  has  alreadv  been  experienced. 

When  Knottingley  has  completed,  (which  it  is 
endeavouring  to  do  )  the  setting  of  its  own  house  in  order,  it 
will  be  more  entitled  than  ever  to  expect  other  towns  and 
districts  to  do  the  same  and  to  deal  with  the  question  of  the 
Purification  of  the  river  Aire,  which  is  a  continual  nuisance. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  PERCIVAL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February  18th,  1897. 
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(A) 

Table  of  Deaths  for  the  Year  1896, for  the  Knottingley  Urban  District 


(B)  Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  Infectious  Sickness, 

in  the  Knottingley  Urban  Sanitary  District,  1896. 
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State  here  whether  “Notification  of  Infectious  Disease”  is  complusory  in  the  District  ?  Yes,  since  June  24th,  1896. 
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